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Jesse  and  Hannah  Grant 

The  fint  presidential  parents  lo  Simpson  Grant.  Witli  his  laniily  of 
survive  past  the  dale  of  their  son's  six,  /esse,  a  tanner,  lived  in  modest 
inaugural  were  Jesse  and  Hannah        prosperity   in   Georgetown,   Ohio. 


Alphonso  and 
Louise  Maria  Torrey,  second  wife 
of  Mphonso  Tatt,  objected  to  the    I 
election   of  her  only  son    William     \ 


Their  Parentage— Diverse  in  Origin 


Eliza  Ballou  Garfield 

The  mother  of  the  20th  President. 
Eliza  Ballou  Garfield,  exerted  an 
extraordinary  inlluence  on  her 
son.  "At  almost  every  turning  point 
in  my  life,"  James  once  wrote, 
"she  has  been  the  molding  agent." 


George  and  Alice  Harding 
T/)e  only  father  of  a  President  to 
have  been  divorced  was  George 
Tryon  Harding,  an  Ohio  country 
doctor  and  farmer,  shown  here 
with  his   third  wile  Alice  5everns. 


Nancy  A.  McKinley 
Of  her  son  William,  Nancy  Allison 
McKinley  said:  "I  don't  believe  I 
raised  the  boy  to  be  President.  . .  . 
The  first  thing  I  knew,  my  son 
turned  around  and  began  to  raise 
me  to  be  mother  of  a  President." 


Martha  Bulloch  Roosevelt 

Theodore  Roosevelt  Ir.'s  beloved 
mother  Martha  Bulloch  married 
into  the  wealthy  Roosevelt  lamily 
of  New  York  in  T853.  Her  hus- 
band, Theodore  5c,,  was  a  banker. 


The 

White 
House 


Ci>otge  Washington  had  been  Prc^i- 
dcnl  just  three  yedrs  when,  on  Oct. 
13,  1792,  the  cornerstone  was  laid  for 
"The  President's  House,"  the  first  pub- 
lic building  to  go  up  in  Federal  City, 
as  WasWnglon  himself  called  the  site 
..thosen-  to  replace  Philndelphia  as 
the  nation's  capital.  An  Irish  architect 
n,-.mcd  lames  Hoban  had  won  a  S500 
prize  tor  his  designator  the  mansion, 
li*earing  ouL.a  plan  entered  anony- 
mously by  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Eight'  years  in  the  building,  the 
grand  house— some  called  it  the  Pres- 
ident's Palace— was  slill  unfinished 
when  rls  first  occupants,  John  and 
Abigail  Adams,  moved  in  on  a  blustery 
winter  day  in  1800.  "Shiver,  shiver," 
complained  Abigail  in  a  letter  to  her 
daughter,  "we  have  not  the  least  con- 


dug,  a  steel  framework  erected  and, 
laboriously,  piece  by  piece,  each  room 
was  re-created.  In  1961  Congress  de- 
L-.clared  the  While  House  a  museum 
and  Jacqueline  Kennedy  undertook  a 

In  this  cutaway  diagram,  the  most 
comprehensive  ever  published,  LIFE 
slices  into  the  White  House  to  show 


what    the 


look    like 


between  basement  and  first  floor.}  5) 
Cabinet  Room.  When  a  Cabinet  mem- 
ber resigns,  he  takes  his  chair  with 
h  m,  6)  President's  Private  Secretary. 
7)  President's  Oval  Office.  8)  Presi- 
dent's Private  Office.  He  signs  papers 
and  has  intimate  talks  in  this  small, 
secluded  room,  9)  Secret  Service, 
10)  Communications.  11)  Barbershop, 
12)  Photo  Office.  13)  National  Security 


black  bread,  a  sausage  and  a  pistol. 
29)  Yellow  Oval  Room.  The  room  is 
furnished  in  Louis  XVI  style,  the  favorite 
of  Jefferson,  who  enjoyed  playing  the 
violin  here.  30)  Treaty  Room.  The 
treaty  ending  the  Spanish-American 
War  and  the  1963  Test-Ban  Treaty  were 
both  signed  here.  31)  Lincoln  Bedroom 
and    Sitting    Room,    Lmcoln    used    the 


bedrc 


1  offict 


ind  it  V 


and  to  describe  some  of  the  events 
that  have  taken  place  within  the 
most  cherished  house  in  the  nation. 
In  deference  to  a  tradition  honoring 
presidential  privacy,  details  of  living 
quarters  are  not  shown. 

The  present  White  House  is  made 
up  of  three  separate  structures;  the 
Mansion  itself,  the  West  Wing  with 
the    President's    office,    and    the    East 


Coui 


14)  Siti 


1  Room 


of  national  crisis  the  President  and  his 
close  advisers  gather  here.  There  is  a 
direct  hook-up  between  this  room  and 
the  Pentagon,  with  a  tie-in  to  the 
Moscow  "Hot  Line,"  15)  Duplicating 
Room.  16)  Staff  Mess,  17)  Swimming 
Pool. 

EAST  WING  FDR.  built  the  East  Wing 
in  1941  to  accommodate  the  overflow 


that  he  signed  the  Emancipation  Proc- 
lamation in  18G3.  Today,  visiting 
male  dignitaries  slay  here,  or  are  sup- 
posed to.  Winston  Churchill,  first  as- 
signed these  rooms  by  Eleanor  Roo- 
sevelt, found  them  not  to  his  liking 
and.  chomping  indignantly  on  a  cigar, 
picked  up  his  bags  and  stalked 
across  the  hall  to  the  unoccupied 
Queens'    Bedroom,    32)    Truman    Bal- 


dy  Roosevelt  hung  stuffed  animal  heads 
on  the  walls,  but  when  Mrs.  Harding 
moved  in  she  said  they  smelled  and 
had  them  removed.  F.D.R,  had  chiseled 
into  the  mantel  a  prayer  that  John 
Adams  wrote  his  second  night  in  the 
White  House;  "May  none  bul  honest 
and  wise  men  ever  rule  under  this 
roof."  37)  Red  Room,  After  Willie 
Lincoln  died,  a  seance  to  try  to  con- 
tact his  spirit  was  held  in  this  room. 
38)  Blue  Room.  The  most  formal 
room  on  the  Stale  Floor,  it  is  fur- 
nished in  the  French  Empire  style  of 
Monroe's  day.  39)  Green  Room.  Chairs 
now  in  this  room  were  probably  made 
for  the  Senate  chamber  at  Annapolis 
during  Washington's  administration. 
40)  Kitchen.  A  panlr>',  a  small  elevator, 
and  dumbwaiter   to   the  other   floors 
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;."  Servants  carried  water  by 

hand  from  a  well  five  blocks  distant. 

and  Abigail  hung  the  family  lflundr>'  to 

dry  in  the  drafty  reception  hall  which 

the  East  Room. 

Jefferson  took  up  residence  in  the 

Executive  Mansion  the  following  year. 

He    found    the   quarters   "big   enough 

lor  two  emperors,  one  Pope  and  the 

Grand  Lama."  A  dozen  years  later  the 

house  was  gutted  when  the  British  set 

during  the  War  of  1812,  Hut 


ills   ] 


ained  intact   . 


ared. 


Through  the  intervening  years  walls 
have  been  chipped  away  and  floors 
honeycombed  to  make  room  for  mod- 
ern conveniences.  Successive  admin- 
istrations ignored  the  effect  these  al- 
terations would  have  on  the  building's 
structural  strength.  In  1948  engineers 
found  it  to  be  on  the  brink  of  collapse. 
President  Truman  moved  out  and  in  a 
three-year,  S6  million  construction  pro- 
gram the  building  was  stripped  down 
to  a  four-wall  shell,  a  deeper  basement 


Wing,  occupied  mainly  by  the  First 
Lady's  staff. 

WEST  WING.  Throughout  the  19th 
Century  the  President  and  his  assist- 
ants had  their  offices  in  the  Mansion 
itself.  Then  in  1902  in  order  to  get  the 
business  side  of  the  Presidency  out  of 
the  house,  Teddy  Roosevelt  had  the 
West  Wing  built. 

Most  of  the  offices  in  it  today  are 
occupied  by  presidential  aides  and 
their  staffs.  Other  rooms  of  special 
interest  (keyed  to  numbers  on  the  dia- 
gram) are:  1)  Press  Room.  This  room 
contains  30  cubicles  with  direct-line 
telephones  for  use  by  various  news 
media.  2}  Presidential  Press  Secretary 
and  Staff.  3)  Press  Lobby.  Reporters 
assigned  to  the  White  House  wait  here 
for  spot  news  announcements  and 
daily  briefings  by  the  President's  press 
secretary.  4)  Fish  Room.  A  conference 
room,  it  is  called  the  fish  Room  be- 
cause F.D.R.  kept  aquariums  here. 
(Room  is  diagramed  in  two  parts;  sec- 
tions intedock  to  show  relationships 


from  the  crowded  West  Wing.  181  The- 
ater. 19)  Calligraphy-  Invitations  to 
White  House  social  lunciions  are  me- 
ticulously hand-lettered  by  a  staff  ot 
four  here.  20)  Social  Secretary',  21) 
Beautification.  22)  Social  Correspond- 
ence. 23)  President's  Military  Aide. 
24)  First  Lady's  Press  Secretary.  25) 
Lobby.  Official  visitors  to  the  East  Wing 
report  here.  26)  Tour  Entrance,  Last 
year  nearly  Iwo  million  persons  took 
the  free  White  House  tour,  which  be- 

MANSION.  The  interior  of  this  section 
is  detailed  in  large  scale  at  right.  27) 
Family  Quarters,  The  President's  bed- 
room and  other  family  living  quarters 
occupy  the  west  half  of  the  second 
floor,  while  guest  rooms,  storerooms 
and  a  solarium  fill  the  third.  20) 
Queens'  Bedroom  and  Sitting  Room. 
This  corner  is  usually  reserved  (or  dis- 
tinguished female  visitors  and  got  its 
name  from  the  fact  that  five  reigning 
queens  have  stayed  in  it.  Mololov  slept 
here  in  1942,  equipped  with  a  loaf  of 


cony,  erected  by  Harry  Truman  in 
1948,  He  liked  to  sit  on  it  and  watch 
baseball  games  in  a  nearby  park 
through  binoculars.  33)  Pnvate.  Din- 
ing Room,  used  by  the  President  for 
breakfast  meetings  and  small  lunch- 
eons. 34)  Entrance  Hall,  35)  East 
Room,  the  largest  and  busiest  room 
in  the  While  House.  The  Gilbert 
Sluart  portrait  of  George  Washing- 
Ion  (lower  tight)  is  the  only  object 
now  in  the  White  House  that  sur- 
vived the  burning  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Dolley  Madison  lorik  it  with  her 
when  she  fled  the  British,  Seven  Presi- 
dents— including  John  F,  Kennedy — 
have  lain  in  state,  and  four  Presidents' 
daughters  have  been  married  here. 
In  this  room  Lafayette  once  stored  a 
live  alligator  while  traveling  around 
the  nation  in  1824.  Troops  were  quar- 
tered here  during  the  Civil  War  and 
Teddy  Roosevelt  held  jujitsu  and  wres- 
tling matches-  36)  State  Dining  Roon 
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arc  at  the  far  left.  41)  President's  Ele- 
vator. When  Teddy  Roosevelt's  son 
Archie  had  the  measles,  his  brothers 
smuggled  the  family  pet  pony  Algon- 
quin up  in  the  elevator  to  Archie's 
room  to  surprise  him,  42)  White  House 
Curator,  43)  Library,  Mrs.  Millard  Fill- 
more, a  former  school  teacher,  started 
the  White  House  library  when  she 
moved  in  and  found  no  books  in  the 
house.  44)  Ladies'  Room.  45)  House- 
keeper, 46)  Doctor's  and  Secret  Service 
Offices.  47)  Diplomatic  Reception 
Room.  Most  guests  enter  the  White 
House  through  the  South  Portico  and 
this  pador,  decorated  in  the  Federal 
style  of  the  early  1800s.  F.D.R,  delivered 
his  famous  fireside  chats  on  radio 
while  seated  m  front  of  this  fireplace. 
48)  China  Room.  Displayed  in  wall 
cases  is  a  collection  of  presidential 
china  begun  by  Mrs  Benjamin  Harrison 
and  including  pieces  from  Washington 
and  nearly  every  other  President.  49) 
Vermeil  Room,  On  display  is  a  fortune 
in    vermeil    ware.    50)    Men's    Room 
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Virginia  calls  itself  ihe  "Mother  of        easier. 
Presidents,"  bul  Ohio  comes  a  sur-        ocl  abi 
prisingly   close    spcond.    Mofeover         only 
all    its    seven    President-;    reached        Wilsoi 
Ihe  While  House  belween  the  Civ- 
il   War   and   1921,    and   every  one 
of    ihem   was   a    Republican    The 
map    below,    disiorled    lo    show 
which   slates  produced   the   most 
Presidents,   conveys  a   number   of 
such  curious  fads  bearing  on  the 
history  of  presidential  politics.  For 
example,  until  the  time  of  Lincoln         igin 
every    President    came    from    the        our 


at  all, 
House, 
first  fav 
linued 
the  las 
west 
trend 
Texas, 


I  seaboard.  Virginia  provrd- 
.ut  half.  Since  the  Civil  War, 
one  Virginian — Woodrt 
I — and  no  other  Soulherr 
has  reached  Ihp  While 
The  westward  shift,  which 
ored  the  Midwest,  ha 

day,  Four  of 
St  SIX  Presidents  came  from 
3(  the  Mississippi,  But  the 
has  yet  lo  reach  beyond 
and  presidential  points  o(  or- 
e  less  and  less  significant  as 
ciety  becomes  more  fluid. 


The  Presidents'  birthplaces  re- 
flect cultural  changes,  too.  With 
the  exception  of  Madison's  spa- 
cious mansion,  the  early  Presidents 

were  born  in  modest  homes.  But 
they  were  elegant  compared  to 
the  primitive  log  cabins  where  the 
men  who  followed  were  born.  An- 
jackson  set  Ihe  trend;  by 
Ihe  Civil  War  five  more  log-cabin 
men  had  been  sent  to  the  While 
Mouse  by  enthusiastic  voters.  Since 
1830,  10  Presidents— including 
John    F,    Kennedy— first    saw    the 


light  of  day  in  the  gentler  en- 
vironment of  a  frame  house.  But 
there  is  no  longer  a  norm.  Teddy 
Roosevelt  was  born  in  a  New  York 
City  brownslone.  F.D.R,  at  his  fam- 
ily's Hyde  Park,  N.Y.  estate.  Hoo- 
ver in  a  two-room  house  with 
board  siding.  Cleveland  and  Wil- 
son were  each  born  in  the  manse 
of  a  Presbyterian  church. 

If  the  Presidents'  birthplaces 
have  been  mostly  unprepossessing, 
the  19  that  remain  in  existence 
are  still   treasured.   Lincoln's  one- 


room  log  cabin  is  enshrined  in- 
side a  granite  memorial  built  in 
the  Creek  style.  And  Grant's  two- 
house  was  moved 
after  his  death  and  for  10  years  be- 

'eling  exhibit  o 
towboat.  It  was  then  encased  in 
glass  for  40  years  of  stationary  dis- 
play, before  being  restored — mer- 
cifully— to  its  original  site  in  1936, 


The  35  Presidents 
and  the 
14  States  They  Came  From 


30  Herbert  Hoover 

1929-33,  West  Branch, 
Iowa.  Aug.  10,  1874 


6  John  Quincv  Adams 
1825-29.  Brainlree, 
Mass.  July  11,  1767 


7  Andrew  lackson 
1829-37.  The  Waxha 
S.C  March  15,  1767 


1  Martin  Van  Buren 
1837-41.  Kinderhook, 
N.Y.  Dec.  5,  1782 


9  William  Henry  Hai 
1841- Charles  City  Co., 
Va.  Feb.  9,  1773 


11  James  K.  Polk 

1845-49.  Mecklenburg 
Co.,  N.C.  Nov.  2,  1795 


12  Zachary  Taylor 

1849-50.  Orange  Co., 
Va.  Nov.  24,  1784 


13  Millard  Fillmore 
1850-53.  Cayuga  Co., 
N.V.  Jan.  7,  1800 


14  Franklin  Pierce 
1853-57.  Hillsboro, 
N.H.  Nov.  23,  1804 


1857-61.  Stonv  Batter, 
Pa.April  23,1791 
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19  Rutherford  B.  Haves 

1877-81    Delaware, 

Ohio.  Oct.  4,1822 

24  William  McKinley 

1897-1901.  Niles,  Ohio. 
Jan.  29,  1843 


31   Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
1933-45.  Hyde  Park, 
N.Y.  Jan.  30,  1882 


25  Theodore  Roo: 

1901 -1909.  New  YorkCity. 
Ocl.  27,1858 


32  HarrvS  Truman 
1945-53.  Lamar,  Mo. 
May  8,  1884 


33  Dwight  D.  Eisenhow 
1953-1961.  Denison, 
Texas.  Ocl,  14,  1890 


34  John  F.  Kennedy 
1961-63.  Brookline. 
Mass.  May  29,  1917 


35  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson 
1963-     .  Stonewall. 
Texas.  Aug.  27, 1908 
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Is  Abe  Lincoln 
still  in  the 

White  House? 


By  Allen  Spraggett        ;; .  • 

#Ooes  the  ghost  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln still  walk  the  halls  of  the  White 
Hoqse? 

This  question  came  up  in  a  con- 
versation I  had  in  Washington  with  a 
senator  who  shares  my  interest  in 
psychic  phenomena. 

The  senator  said  that  there  have 
been  those  in  recent  years  who 
rep>orted  seeing  Mr.  Lincoln  prowl- 
ing his  old  haunts,  as  it  were. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt,  wife  of 
F.D.R.,  was  one  of  those  who  took 
such  reports  seriously.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  she  had  her  own  theory  of  what 
a  haunting  was  and  it  agreed  with 
the  views  held  by  many  scientists 
who  have  studied  the  phenomenon. 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  believed  that,  as 
she  put  it,  any  place  where  someone 
had  lived  hard  would  quite  likely  be 
haunted  by  that  individual's  person- 
ality. 

Parapsychologists— scientists  who 
study  psychic  phenomena— believe 
that  a  house  can  retain  impressions 
of  those  who  have  lived  in  it,  long 
after  the  occupants  are  dead.  This  is 
particularly  true  if  the  occupant  had 


a  powerful  personality,  and  even 
more  so  if  the  dwelling  was  the 
scene  of  strong  emotionalism  or 
tragic  events. 

This  theory  may  account  for  the 
numerous  reported  sightings  of  the 
ghost  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the 
White  House.  Certainly  he  had  a 
powerful  personality.  And  certainly 
he  experienced  tragedy,  as  well  as 
triumph,  in  the  executive  mansion- 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt  told  the 
following  story: 

"I  was  sitting  in  my  study  down- 
stairs when  one  of  the  maids  burst  in 
on  me  in  a  state  of  great  excitement. 
I  looked  up  from  my  work  and  asked 
her  what  the  trouble  was." 

"  'He's  up  there — sitting  on  the 
edge  of  the  bed  and  taking  off  his 
shoes,'  she  exclaimed. 

"Who's  up  there  taking  off  his 
shoes?"  I  asked. 

"'Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Lincoln,'  the 
maid  replied." 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  said  she  had  al- 
ways felt  that  Lincoln's  bedropm  was 
haunted  by  what  she  called  a  serene 
and  dignified  presence. 

One  more  example  of  The  Unex- 
plained! '    : 
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Lincoln  Ghost  Reported  Haunting  V^fhite  House 


Somelhing  Is  keeping  the 
ghost  of  Abe  Lltiroln  rc-illess. 
Reported  slj^'hts  of  his  i^host  la 
the  White  House  are  Increasing. 

Some  reports  claim  the  ghost' 
prowls  (he  second  floor  of  the 
White  House  near  the  historic 
Lincoln  bedroom.  Over  the 
years,  this  is  the  one  area 
uhere  the  ghost  has  been  seen 
the  most. 

When  Franklin  Roosevelt 
occupied  the  White  House,  his 
wife's  servant,  Mary  Eban,. 
insisted  that  she'd  seen  Lincoln 
silting  in  the  northwest 
bedroom  pulling  on  his  boots. 
Various  other  servants  also 
clamied  they  saw  the  ghost 
lying  in  his  bed  or  standing 
quietly  at  the  oval  window 
above  the  main  White  House 
entrance.  Mrs.  Roosevelt  even 
said  that  altho  she  never  actual- . 
ly  saw  Lincoln,  she  did  feel  a 
'ghostly  kind  of  "presence" 
sometimes,  while  working  late 
at  night. 

The  valet  of  FDR  reported 
that  paintings  would  fall  off  the 
wall  whenever  someone  con- 
nected with  the  White  House 
died. 

Even  Harry  Truman 
acknowledged  the  Lincoln 
ghost  in  his  1945  book,  Mr.  Pre- 
sident: "My  daughter  and  her 
two  pals  were  sleeping  in  Lin- 
coln's bed  tonight.  U I  were  not 
afraid  it  would  scare  them  too 
badly,  I  would  have  Lincoln 
appear.  The  maids  and  butlers 
swear  he  has  appeared  on  sev- 
eral occasions.  It  Is  said  that 
.even  Mrs.  Coolidge  saw  him." 
Truman  could  possibly  have 
been  implying  by  this  that  he" 
considered  arranging  for  the 
ghost  to  appear  —  as  a  joke, 

A  few  years  ago,  a  White 
House  employe  for  25  years 
(John  Ficklin),  reported  the 
following:  "I've  heard  about  all 
kinds  of  crazy  things  .  .  .  lights 
going  on  and  off,  doors  opening 
and  closing,  knocks  on  doors 
when  there's  nobody  there,  Abe 
Lincoln  wandering  the  halls." 

Harry  Truman  also  once  told 
how  he  hoard  a  knock  on  his 
bedroom  door  one  night  in  1946. 
The  knock  kept  up,  so  he  went 
to  the  door.  No  one  was  there. 


By  L.  PERRY 

but  Truman  could  hear  what 
sounded  like  foutsteps  going 
down  the  hall. 

Writing  to  his  daughter,  Mar- 
garet, Truman  also  wrote: 
•"This  old  place  cracks  and  pops 
all  night  and  you  can  very  well 
imagine  that  old  Jackson  or 
Andy  Johnson  or  some  other 
ghost  is  walking.  Why  they'd 
want  to  come  back  here  I  could 
never  understand.  It's  a  nice 
prison  nevertheless.  About 
these  ghosts.  I'm  sure  they're 
here  and  I'm  not  half  so  alarm- 
t^l  at  meeting  up  with  any  one 
of  them  as  I  am  at  having  to 
meet  the  live  nuts  I  have  to  see 
every  day." 

But  even  royalty  has  ^een  the 

Lincoln  ghost.  Queen  Wilhel- 

,mina  of  the  Netherlands,  dur-' 

ing  a  White  House  visit,  told 

FDR  and  Mrs.  "Roosevelt  that 


WILBUR 

ihe'd  hoard  a  knock  at  her  door, 
ansv^cred  It,  and  fainted  wiien 
she  saw  the  ghost  of  Lincoln 
standing  there. 

0;cr  one  dozen  dependable 
witnesses  —  White  House  staff 
employes  to  government  offi- 
cials —  ha\e  seen  the  ghost  of 
John  Kennedy.  Even  the  late 
Lyndon  Johnson  saw  It.  LBJ  re- 
portedly told  a  cleaning  worker 
he'd  just  seen  JFK. 

But  the  Lincoln  ghost,  of  all 
ghosts  seen  in  the  White  House, 
is  apparently  the  most  troubled 
or  restless.  It's  of  course  a  well- 
known  fact  that  Lincoln,  when 
alive,  once  saw  his  own  body  in 
a  dream,.lying  in  a  casket  in  the 
East  Room. 

More  strange  happenings 
have  been  taking  place  lately  at 
the  White  House  address  on 
Pennsylvania    Avenue.     Staff 


rnen-.bcrs  have  told  of  lights  o.'i 
the  second  floor  going -on  ar.a 
off  mysteriously,  squeaking 
floors,  and  even  wall  pictures 
Somehow  changing,  their  posi- 
tions. . 

A  Nixon  aide  even  admits 
today  that  he  doesn't  relish  the 
idea  of  visiting  the  second  floor. 
Soon  after  the  Nixons  moved 
into  the  UTiile  House,  this  aide 
went  up  to  the  second  floor  to  be 
sure  all  the  lights  were  out.  A 
few  minutes  after  returning 
downstairs,  the  second-floor 
lights  were  on  again  with  no 
explanation.  *'I  hate  to  admit 
it,"  said  the  aide,  "but  I  won't 
go  up  to  the  second  floor  at 
night  unless  someone  is  with 
me." 

One  thing  seems  certain. 
Ghosts  who  do  their  wandering 
in  the  WTiite  House  obviously 
prefer  to  haunt  in  style. 
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r  By  SAB  fN  BOBBINS !  V 

.  T    .  S/wcfaf  to  the  Nitthnal  Tttnfer 

V  tfce  troubled  ghosts  <i  Ateaham  Lincoln 
.-^and  fiStKr  Presidents  and  First  Ladies  are 
•  often  reported  Been  w  beard  prowling  the 

White  House  andjframid^  of  the  EKecotive 

Ifensidrt, 

Sttch  persstent  reports  have  kd  to  seriwjs 
,»nggMtions  that,  pffirUaps,  the  former  oc- 

«q>SLntsidid  net  want  to  leave  the  n«ansion  in 

-"  d«frt3i  and  instead  roamed  its  halls  as  siwrits. 

One   ^lostly   Presideiit  swears.  Anotlier 

'mantes   music,   A   phactom   arsonist  was 

repoci^  to  have  tried  to  act  fire  to  White 

House  beds. 
And  »D  less  «  T^crBoaagt  thsn  Queen 
*'::lWlhelinin3  of  The  Netherlands  fainted  dead 
;;.,;;«wsy,  she  said,  wtei  iSie  answered  a  knock  at 
,T^'tjer  docK-  in  the  middl*  of  the  night  and  opened 
.:J  4t  Id  &id  a  ghostly,  bearded  specter  standing 
■;  there. 


_i;:  ^i.jSdfc/;:  Itpbbine  IV  is  assistant  public  mffairi 
■7y-^r&et&-  for  the  N^tioaat  Truer  for  historic  Pre- 
^j4j8/wrA!f7  ir  Viftshington,  D.Q.  HU  byline  has  9p-. 
'^''f^arod  ifi  such  pubtlcationf  *»  Tbfi  Washln^an 

i^^fpft.'...--/:^     .     ■"■  -  ■;...-  -     ■::■/'':■:■■- 
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BUT  THE  GHOST  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is 
-  :the  most  active  spirit  at  1600  Pennsylvania 
Ave.  It  stalks  the  White  Bkaise  halls  before 
national  disasters,  so  the  story  goes. 

Lincoln,  himself  said  to  be  psycluc,  often 
consulted  a  medium  during  the  troubled 
times  of  the  Civil  Wgr.  He  claimed  to  have 
received  regular  visits  from  his  two  dead 
sons,  Tad  and  Willie.  Once,  in  a  dream,  he 
€aw  himself  lying  in  a  cadcet  in  the  East 
Room.  He  asked  who  It  was,  and  spectral 
voice  answered,  "the  assassinated 
President." 

Since  Lincoln's  death,  many  White  House 
occupants  have  said  they  caw  c/v  heard  liis 
ghost.  One  of  Franldin  D.  Roosevelt's 
secretaries  said  she  saw  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator sitting  on  a  bed,  pulling  on  his  boots. 

Mrs,  Roosevelt  never  saw  Lincoln,  but  she 
recalled  frequently  sensing  a  ghostly 
"presence"  she  beUeved  was  Lincoln.  Mrs. 
Calvin  Coolidge  bad  experienced  the  same 
sensation. 

The  ghost  of  lincoto  has  been  reported  seen 

standing  at  the  oval  window  over  the  main 

entrance  <rf  the  White  House.  Witnesses  were 

ttmvinced  that  Llncdn  was.  trying  to  tell 

--^wuething  about  his  <ieath,     - 

The  spirit  of  Lincoln  Is  said  to  be  unusually 
restive  and  troubled  on  fee  eve  of  a  national 
crisis.  Hours  before  the  surprise  attack  on 
Pearl  Harbor,  two  framed  jMctures  crashed  to 
the  floor  outside  the  President's  office. 

TWICE  DURING  World  War  H.  President 
Harry  S  Truman  was  awakened  in  the  night 
by  what  he  described  as  ghostly  rappings  ai 
his  bedroom  door.      ... 


*'i  heard  the  knock  and  answered  it  about  3 
p'clock  h;  the  morning/'  Truman  recalled 
••^hfare  wasn't  anybody  there.  I  thwH  it  must 
jl^ve  been  Lincoln's  ghost  waMng  the  haH" 

Soon  after  the  Trumans  moved  into  the 
Wiiite  Houae,  daughtier  Margaret  and  three 
friends  decided  to  spend  the  night  in  the 
hiijuiric  Lbicoln  bed,  Ttte  President,  well 
aware  of  the  Lincoln  ghost,  wanted  to  scare 
tiu>  daughter  aiid  her  friends  by  having  a  tall 
aiae  in  a  stovepipe  i^at  knock  on  ijbe  b^oom 
door  at  midnight. 

As  thiagfl  turned  out,  the  aids  got  aick  that 
day.  But  the  girls  didn't  sleep  anyway,  f^ 
mattress  was  so  old  and  lumpy,  they  jjpent 
iuci^t  of  ihe  night  on  the  floor  talkuJg  md 
laugiiing. 

I  Queen  Wilheimina  was  spending  the  night 
.  ifi  the  same  l>edroOin  when  :>he  was  awakaied 
by  loud,  persistent  knocks  ar*d  opened  the' 
door  to  aee  her  ghostly  vision. 

Auiicst  evei'y  AdniiniiitratiQn  has  reported 
tilfU&dy  iiapperangfl,  Mrs.  Liiieoln  htraelf 
insisted  that  she  oxtcfj  heard  Andi'ew  Jackson 
&wtiii-ixi^  and  Thomas  Jeffensoa  pkyin^;  bis 
ViOiiii. 

President  Herbert  Hoover  isaid  hs  beard 
frequent  strange  sounds  —  "ipla^y  oi  tiiem. 
wtre  fantastic," 

Mrs.  Woodrow  Wilson  confide  to  frianda 
tiii^t  th^  jj^i^t.  oC  l^Ue^r  Ma(j|i#oa  dropped  iii 


one  evening  to  pay  hex  respect.       . 

NOT  ALL  White  House  ^qppariUons  have 
been  friendly.  One  dignitary  and  his  wife  left 
the  White  House  hurriedly  after  spending  a 
night  of  horror  there.  They  said  later  that  a 
ghost  liad  tried  to  set  fire  t»  fi>eir  beds  — 
twice. 

^'Ike**  Hoover,  chief  usher  at  the  White 
House  for  m(H-e  than  40  years,  revealed  in  bis 
memoirs  that  several  staffers  bad  seen  a 
W(^]4ering  child  ghost  Hooo^  could  identify 
it 

Sentimental  First  Ladies  are  said  to  return 
in  £^irit  form  now  and  then  to  the  White 
House.  During  the  William  Howard  I'aft 
Administration,  secretaries  saw  Abigail 
Adams,  the  first  First  Lady  to  live  in  the 
White  House,  walking  with  arms  outstretched 
through  the  locked  doors  of  the  East  Room. 
They  also  ^w  Abigail  hanging  op  laundry 
thex'e,  just  as  she  bad  done  more  than  a 
century  before. 

Later,  Mrs.  Herbert  Hoover  poked  fun  at 
that  story  when  she  gave  a  linen  shower  for  a 
secretary.  She  strung  up  the  gifts  on  a 
clothesUne  in  the  East  Room, 

AN  ANGRY  Doliey  Madison  is  said  to  have 

appeared  in  ghostly  Coz-m  and  scolded  the 

^l^uf^eaa:*  as  they  tried  to  moiw  ber^vorite 

rose  garden,  The  jgarden  has  never  beeja 
moved.  ,  J  .■■'  ■ 

Several  people  believe  they  bKird  the  ghojt 
of  Mrs.  Grover  Clevdand,  who  gave  birth  to 
the  first  child  of  a  President  b<Hm  in  tbe  White 
House.  Loud  moaaingff  are  said  to  echo  her. 
childbirth  pangs. 

Even  iUfle  Fala,  Franklin  Rposevelt'* 
famous  dog,  mij^t  have  seeij  a  gliosL  Two 
maids,  who  were  with  the  President  in 
Georgia  when  he  died,  testified  thai  tiie  UUle 
terrier  saw  the  spirit  of  the  Pi-esideot  leaving 
^  "little  White  %ise("  a|;  ti^  ii}stan^^«| 
death.       .  '  .  ' " 

The  howling  dog  rushed  straight  into  the 
screen  door,  as  if  following  the  departing 
spirit  of  his  master,  je^  the  door 
mysteriously  svwmg  open, 

FALA  CHASED  the  unseen  presence  across;^ 
the  yard. 

During  funeral  services  at  the  Wliite  House 
the  dog  made  such  a  stran^i^e  ci^iifjg  noise  that 
he  had  to  be  taken  from  the  room. 

Many  have  laughed  at  the  Wtiite  HousiJ 
ghost  stories,  but  they  have  never  been  iiijlo  to 
convince  either  Que§n  WHmjUiuia  or  my. 6^ :' 
the  other  witi>eases.:.i,;.    >':;V  i  •.■-■]^.?.--:r':. 
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Lincoln 

Bedroom 

popular 

►  Many  have  rested 
their  heads  in  the 
Lincoln  bed. 

By  ANGIE  CANNON 

of  Our  H'ashington  Bureau 

WASHINGTON  —  At  the  White 
House,  they  can't  change  the  sheets 
fast  enough  in  the  Lincoki  Bed- 
room. 

One  week,  newly  elected  Detroit 
Mayor  Dennis  Archer  bunked  in  the 
big  rosewood  bed.  Another  week,  it 
was  Georgia  Gov.  Zell  Miller.  This 
week,  British  Prime  Minister  John 
Major  slept 
over. 

Betty 
Monkman,      a 
White     House 


curator,      said 
^^^  ^^^     there's  no 

k^^^^^^j^l    doubt  the 

■^-^^^^5^^  Clintons  invite 
guests  to  stay 
in  the  Lincoln 
Bedroom  "more  than  some  previous 
administrations." 

"This  reflects  the  Clintons'  style 
of  entertaining,  welcoming  people  to 
their  home,"  said  Neel  Lattimore,  a 
spokesman  for  Hillary  Rodham 
Clinton.  'They  enjoy  having  guests 
there.  It's  America's  home." 

Among  those  who  have  slept  in 
the  Lincoln  Bedroom  since  the 
Clintons  moved  in:  Jimmy  and  Ros- 
alynn  Carter;  the  president's  late 
mother,  Virginia  Kelley;  former 
Chrysler  chairman  Lee  laccoca; 
singer  Judy  Collins;  Hawaii  Gov. 
John  Waihee  and  his  wife;  movie 
producer  Steven  Spielberg;  Holly- 
wood   producer    Harry   Thomason 


/ 


'3 


Krughc-Ridder/Tnbune 

Under  the  Clinton  administration,  tlie  Lincoln  bedroom  has 
played  host  to  the  rich,  the  famous  and  the  powerful. 


and  his  wife,  Linda  Bloodworth 
Thomason,  who  joked  that  she 
wanted  to  jump  up  and  down  on  the 
bed. 

The  Lincoln  Bedroom,  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  main  resi- 
dence, actually  wasn't  Lincoln's 
bedroom.  It  was  his  office  and  Cabi- 
net room.  The  room  was  used  as  a 
presidential  office  until  1902  when 
the  West  Wing  and  the  Oval  Office 
were  built,  Monkman  said. 

The  bed  with  a  headboard  of 
carved  birds  and  vines  actually 
wasn't  Lincoln's  bed,  either.  It  was 
purchased  by  Lincoln's  wife  in  1861 
and  used  in  a  guest  room.  Lincoln 
never  slept  in  the  bed,  although 
Teddy    Roosevelt    and    Wood  row 


Wilson  did  sleep  in  it. 

The  bedroom  does  house  Lin- 
coln's desk,  four  Cabinet  chairs  and 
a  signed  copy  of  the  Gettysburg  Ad- 
dress, written  in  his  hand. 

And  what  of  Lincoln's  ghost? 

"People  have  felt  a  presence  in 
that  room,  a  sense  of  history,  a  con- 
nection with  Lincoln,"  Monkman 
said. 

Patrick  McManus,  mayor  of 
Lynn,  Mass.,  suggested  that  "Clin- 
ton ought  to  let  every  member  of 
Congress  sleep  over.  He'd  have  no 
more  problems." 

Guests  may  receive  mementos  of 
their  visits,  all  bearing  the  presiden- 
tial seal.  "No  one  steals  towels  or 
ashtrays,"  said  a  White  House  aide. 


This  file  also  includes  articles  from  Mr. 
Lincoln's  White  House  website,  viewable 

online  at: 

http://mrlincolnswhitehouse.org/ 
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